WESTWOOD PARK

COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Nursery Curriculum Overview

In Nursery there are seven areas of learning and development. These are split into three prime areas and four specific areas.
The three prime areas are:

e Communication and language
e Physical development
e Personal, social and emotional development

The four specific areas are:
o Literacy
e Mathematics
e Understanding the World
e Expressive Arts and Design

Through many exciting topics, we ensure the coverage of the above area. Within each half termly topic, we also include “mini topics”. These
can be based on books we read together or celebrations such as harvest, Diwali and Remembrance Day. We feel it is important to develop the
children’s understanding of their own other communities. We also use planning in the moment if we feel that a learning opportunity arises
which could benefit the children greatly such as snowy weather or the children’s interests. Through the use of this curriculum we ensure a
language rich environment for all of our children as this underpins all seven areas of learning and development.

In planning and guiding what children learn, we reflect on the different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice
appropriately. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:

e Playing and exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

e Active learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements

e Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for
doing things
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This academic year, our topics will be:

Term

Topic

Prime Areas of Curriculum Coverage

Specific Areas of Curriculum Coverage

Autumn One

“Me and My World”

Mini topics: Transition into the setting, my
All about me Feelings, senses,
signs of Autumn

Dazzle book stories:
1.Hairy MacClary
2. Spot Stories
3 The Colour Monster
Book to Support

Ruby’s Worry
Roald Dalh’s Colour Feelings.

Key events: Harvest
Phonics: N/A
Maths: Colours, matching.

PSHE: Being Me in My World

Communication and language:
e Understand a question or
instruction that has one part.
o Develop pretend play
e Say how they are feeling, using
words as well as actions.

Physical Development:

e Continue to develop their
movement, balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball
skills.

e  Go up steps and stairs, or climb up
apparatus, using alternate feet.

Personal, social and emotional
development:

e Develop their sense of
responsibility and membership of a
community.

e Show more confidence in new
social situations.

Literacy:
e Understand print has meaning.
e Understand print can have different

purposes.
Maths:
e Notice patterns and arrange things
in patterns.

e Make comparisons between objects
relating to size.

Understanding the World:
e Use all their senses in hands-on
exploration of natural materials.
e Explore collections of materials with
similar and/or different properties.
e Talk about what they see, using a
wide vocabulary.

Expressive Arts and Design:

e Explore colour and colour mixing.

e Take partin simple pretend play,
using an object to represent
something else even though they
are not similar.

e Explore different materials freely,
to develop their ideas about how to
use them and what to make.
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Autumn Two

“Celebrations”

Mini topics: Bonfire Night, Diwali,
Christmas, Birthdays, Remembrance Day,
Nursery Rhyme Week

Dazzle Stories
1. Monkey Puzzle
Brown Bear, Brown Bear
We’re going on a Monster Hunt
The Little Star
Shark in The Park

LA ol

Key events: Diwali, Christmas

Phonics: Aspect 1 Environmental Sounds
and Aspect 2 Body Percussion.

Maths: Sorting, Number 1, Number 2,
Patterns.

PSHE: Celebrating Difference

Communication and language:

e Pay attention to more than one
thing at a time

e Enjoy listening to longer stories and
can remember much of what
happens.

e Start a conversation with an adult
or a friend and continue it for many
turns.

Physical Development:

e Start taking part in some group
activities which they make up for
themselves, or in teams.

e Beincreasingly independent as they
get dressed and undressed.

Personal, social and emotional
development:

e Become more outgoing with
unfamiliar people, in the safe
context of their setting.

e Increasingly follow rules,
understanding why they are
important.

e Make healthy choices about food,
drink, activity and toothbrushing.

Literacy:
e Understand the names of the
different parts of a book.
e Understand we read English text
from left to right and from top to
bottom.

e Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.

e Link numerals and amounts.

e Say one number for each item in
order:1, 2,3, 4,5.

e Develop fast recognition of up to 3
objects, without having to count
them individually (‘subitising’).

e Experiment with their own symbols
and marks as well as numerals.

Understanding the World:

Expressive Arts and Design:
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Spring One

“Traditional Tales”

Mini topics: Winter, Chinese New Year,
Valentine’s Day, Goldilocks and the Three
Bears,

Dazzle book stories:

1.0wl Babies

2.0ne Stuck Duck

3.Don’t put Your Finger in The Jelly, Nelly!
4.Ruby’s Worry

5. My Pet Star

Key events: Valentine’s Day, Chinese New
Year

Books to support- | love Chinese New Year
Guess How Much | love You?

Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Phonics: Aspect 3 Body Percussion and
Aspect Four Rhythm and Rhyme

Maths: Number 3, Number 4, Number 5.

PSHE: Dreams and Goals

Communication and language:

Use a wider range of vocabulary.
Understand a question or
instruction that has two parts.
Sing a large repertoire of songs.

Physical Development:

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold
a pose for a game like musical
statues.

Match their developing physical
skills to tasks and activities in the
setting.

Personal, social and emotional
development:

Play with one or more other
children, extending and elaborating
play ideas.

Remember rules without needing
an adult to remind them.

Literacy:
e Understand page sequencing.
e Develop their phonological
awareness, so that they can spot
and suggest rhymes.

e Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.

e Link numerals and amounts.

e Say one number for each item in
order: 1,2,3,4,5.

e Develop fast recognition of up to 3
objects, without having to count
them individually (‘subitising’).

e Experiment with their own symbols
and marks as well as numerals.

Understanding the World:

Expressive Arts and Design:
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Spring Two

awn

Mini topics: Spring, Pancake Day, Easter

Dazzle book stories:
1. The Tiger Who Came to Tea
2. The Gruffalo
3. Granny went to Market
4. The Proudest Blue

Key events: Easter, Mother’s Day
Books To Support

The Story of Easter
Little Red Riding Hood

Phonics: Aspect 5 Alliteration and Aspect 6
Voice Sounds

Maths: Height and length, Mass, Capacity,
Sequencing.

PSHE: Healthy Me

Communication and language:

e Know many rhymes, be able to talk
about familiar books, and be able to
tell a long story.

e Use longer sentences of four to six
words.

Physical Development:

e Choose the right resources to carry
out their own plan.

e Collaborate with others to manage
large items, such as moving a long
plank safely, carrying large hollow
blocks.

e Use one-handed tools and
equipment, for example, making
snips in paper with scissors.

Personal, social and emotional
development:
e Develop appropriate ways of being
assertive.
e Talk with others to solve conflicts.

Literacy:
e Use some of their print and letter
knowledge in their early writing.

Maths:

e Make comparisons between objects
relating to size, length, weight and
capacity

e Extend and create ABAB patterns.

e Notice and correct an errorin a
repeating pattern.

e Begin to describe a sequence of
events, real or fictional, using words
such as ‘first’, ‘then...”

Understanding the World:

Expressive Arts and Design:
[ ]
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Summer One

“All Creatures Great and Small”

Mini topics: mini-beasts, The Very Hungry
Caterpillar, Where can we find animals?
How can animals help people?

Dazzle book stories:
1. Mr Grumpy’s Motor Car
2. We're going on a Bear Hunt
3. The Smeds and The Smoods
4. Five Funny Animals

Books to Support
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Jack and The Bean Stalk

Key events:
Caterpillars in school.

Phonics: Aspect 7 Oral Blending and
Segmenting

Read Write Ink

Maths: Positional Language, More
than/Fewer Than, 2D Shapes, 3D Shapes.

PSHE: Relationships

Communication and language:
e Use talk to organise themselves and
their play.
e Understand ‘why’ questions.
e Develop their communication but
may continue to have problems
with irregular tenses and plurals.

Physical Development:

e Increasingly be able to use and
remember sequences and patterns
of movements which are related to
music and rhythm.

e Use large-muscle movements to
wave flags and streamers, paint and
make marks.

Personal, social and emotional
development:

e Talk about their feelings using
words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or
‘worried’.

e Understand gradually how others
might be feeling.

e Beincreasingly independent in
meeting their own care needs.

Literacy:

e Engage in extended conversations
about stories, learning new
vocabulary.

e Develop their phonological
awareness, so that they can
recognise words with the same
initial sound, such as money and
mother.

Maths:

e Talk about and explore 2D and 3D
shapes using informal and
mathematical language: ‘sides’,
‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.

e Select shapes appropriately: flat
surfaces for building, a triangular
prism for a roof, etc.

e Combine shapes to make new ones.

e Understand position through words
alone.

o Describe a familiar route.

e Discuss routes and locations, using
words like ‘in front of” and ‘behind’.

e Compare quantities using language:
‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.

Understanding the World:

Expressive Arts and Design:
[ ]
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Summer Two

“It’s Time for Change”

Mini topics: Lifecycles of Frogs, caterpillars,
humans growth, transition to reception

Dazzle book stories:
1. OiFrog
2. Do The Dinosaur Stomp
3. Thisis the Bear
4. We are the Shapes

Key events: Transition

Phonics: Aspect 7 Oral Blending and
beginning with RWI Set One Sounds for
those who are ready.

Maths: 1-5 Composition, What comes
after? What comes before? Numbers 1-5

recap.

PSHE: Changing Me

Communication and language:

e Be able to express a point of view
and to debate when they disagree
with an adult or a friend, using
words as well as actions.

e Use talk to organise themselves and
their play.

Physical Development:

e Use a comfortable grip with good
control when holding pens and
pencils.

e Show a preference for a dominant
hand.

Personal, social and emotional
development:
e Select and use activities and
resources, with help when needed.
This helps them to achieve a goal
they have chosen, or one which is
suggested to them.

Literacy:
e  Write some or all of their name.
e Write some letters accurately.
e Develop their phonological
awareness, so that they can count
or clap syllables in a word.

Maths:
e Solve real world mathematical
problems with numbers up to 5.
e Experiment with their own symbols
and marks as well as numerals.

Understanding the World:

Expressive Arts and Design:
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